
1-step equations: Step by Step Name: _____________________________ 
1.       Underline the variable in the equation. 
2.       Circle the operation that is happening to the variable in the problem. 
3.       Circle the inverse of the operation from step 2. 
4.       Perform the operation from step 3 on both sides of the equation until the variable has been  

isolated to one side of the equation. 
5.     Check your answer by plugging the answer you got into the original equation. 
 
 
 

1. -4x = 20 
What is happening now: Addition Subtraction  
                                       Multiplication Division 
What is the inverse: Addition Subtraction 
                                Multiplication Division 
Check does it balance (work) 
x =____ 

2.   -18 = -6x 
What is happening now: Addition Subtraction  
                                       Multiplication Division 
What is the inverse: Addition Subtraction 
                                Multiplication Division 
Check does it balance (work) 
x =____ 

3.   n + (-3) = -10 
What is happening now: Addition Subtraction  
                                       Multiplication Division 
What is the inverse: Addition Subtraction 
                                Multiplication Division 
Check does it balance (work) 
n = _____ 

4.    -72 + m = 10 
What is happening now: Addition Subtraction  
                                       Multiplication Division 
What is the inverse: Addition Subtraction 
                                Multiplication Division 
Check does it balance (work) 
m =_______ 

5.  x/2 = -80 
What is happening now: Addition Subtraction  
                                       Multiplication Division 
What is the inverse: Addition Subtraction 
                                Multiplication Division 
Check does it balance (work) 
x = _______ 

6.    10 = p−4  

What is happening now: Addition Subtraction  
                                       Multiplication Division 
What is the inverse: Addition Subtraction 
                                Multiplication Division 
Check does it balance (work) 
p = ________ 

7.   w - (-3) = -4 
What is happening now: Addition Subtraction  
                                       Multiplication Division 
What is the inverse: Addition Subtraction 
                                Multiplication Division 
Check does it balance (work) 
w = ________ 

8.    -2  =  r - 5 
What is happening now: Addition Subtraction  
                                       Multiplication Division 
What is the inverse: Addition Subtraction 
                                Multiplication Division 
Check does it balance (work) 
r = _______ 

 
 

 
 



 
 
9.   z + -14 = -30 
What is happening now: Addition Subtraction  
                                       Multiplication Division 
What is the inverse: Addition Subtraction 
                                Multiplication Division 
Check does it balance (work) 
z = ______ 

 
 
10.  11 - x = 14 
What is happening now: Addition Subtraction  
                                       Multiplication Division 
What is the inverse: Addition Subtraction 
                                Multiplication Division 
Check does it balance (work) 
x = ______ 

11.  y + y + 3 = -9 
What is happening now: Addition Subtraction  
                                       Multiplication Division 
What is the inverse: Addition Subtraction 
                                Multiplication Division 
Check does it balance (work) 
y = ______ 

12.   -4 - k = -5 
What is happening now: Addition Subtraction  
                                       Multiplication Division 
What is the inverse: Addition Subtraction 
                                Multiplication Division 
Check does it balance (work) 
k = ______ 

 


